
 
 

New Brunswick 
 
New Brunswick is a seaside province of eastern Canada, bordering Nova Scotia, 
Quebec and the State of Maine. It is strategically close to major North American centres 
including Toronto, Montreal, Halifax, Boston and New York 

The total population of the province is 729,500 spread over eight cities and many towns, 
villages and rural districts. New Brunswick covers 73,500 square kilometers, 
approximately 322 kilometers north/south and 242 kilometers east/west  

 

 The landscape of the northern part of the province is mountainous, rugged, clear rivers 
that are among the major salmon and Trout Rivers of North America. In the northwest, 
potato farming and forest industry is the economic base. 
 

 
In the northeast, most people are employed in the mining and commercial fishing 
industries. On the Acadian Peninsula, and along 
the eastern coast, the brightly coloured fishing 
boats are strong symbols, not only of the lobster 
and crab fisheries, but also of the rich culture of 
the Acadian people. 
 

New Brunswick's climate is moderate and encompasses a range of weather.  The 
province receives a fair amount of rain and snowfall. 
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 From two-bedroom modern apartments to executive, 
1800 sq. ft, 7-room houses, New Brunswick has a 
wide range of affordable housing options and 
locations. 

 

New Brunswick Medicare pays for most medically 
required services provided by medical practitioners.  

 In addition to Medicare, modest health insurance can be purchased from major private 
sector insurers to cover services beyond normal levels and for health care delivered in 
other jurisdictions. You can also take out insurance to protect yourself against 
unforeseen hardships such as loss of income due to serious illness or disability.   

 
Cost of Living 

By maintaining a society that still believes in its people first, New Brunswick proudly 
offers affordable housing, free primary and secondary education, affordable continuing 
education, free healthcare, and so much more. People in New Brunswick value family, 
family life and traditions, and embrace the growing opportunities created by a 
knowledge-based, global economy.  

Housing Average costs 
($CAD)  

200m² executive $192,410 

150m² average $139,000 

80m² 
apartment/rentals $588/mth 

Mortgage $659/mth 



The following table is taken from the Financial Post’s Canadian Markets, which is an 
Annual document that details the demographics for every major town, and city in 
Canada, as the table shows, the average expenditures for various goods and services 
in Greater Moncton is very competitive with other areas in Canada (2003 estimates). 

 

 

Annual Cost of Living  

The values shown in the table are based on a family of four with a CDN $60,000 annual 
income. Annual cost of living includes costs for housing, transportation, taxes, and a 
basket of goods and services, plus a portion set-aside for investment and savings. 

Housing Costs   

From two-bedroom modern apartments to executive, 1800 sq. ft, 7-room houses, New 
Brunswick has a wide range of affordable housing options and locations. In fact, you 
can buy your dream home for what a starter home costs in other major Canadian 
locations. Because our housing is so affordable, many New Brunswickers can also 
afford to own cottages and recreational vehicles.  

Housing  
Average costs 

($CAD) 
  

200m² executive $192,410 

150m² average $139,000 

80m² 
apartment/rentals $588/mth 

Mortgage $659/mth 

  



 

 

 



 

To search for available houses for sale or rent, visit the Multiple Listing Service provided 
by the Canadian Real Estate Association. This can be found at www.mls.ca which 
provides important information on what to consider when buying a home.  

Utilities  

Utilities  

Average costs 
($CAD)  
Currency 
Converter  

Water, fuel  and electricity $180/mth 

Telephone basic service $22/mth 

Average telephone bill including long 
distance charges $58/mth 

 



Electricity  

New Brunswick's electric power grid is designed to ensure an uninterrupted flow of 
energy even during single fault outages, such as transformer failures. New Brunswick 
residents benefit from electricity rates that are among the lowest in Atlantic Canada and 
north eastern North America. 

Residential Service  
Average costs ($CAD)   

Currency Converter  

Urban  Rural & Seasonal  

Service Charge  $16.72 $18.32 

First 1200 kilowatt hours  7.90¢/kWh 7.90¢/kWh 

Balance kilowatt-hours  6.25¢/kWh 6.25¢/kWh 

Please visit NB Powe r's website at www.nbpower.com for detailed customer service 
and pricing information. 

Natural Gas  

The discovery of large deposits of natural gas near Sable Island, the construction of an 
onshore transmission pipeline through New Brunswick, and the establishment of a 
comprehensive distribution system in the province will ensure that this safe, clean and 
competitively-priced energy source will be available to New Brunswick businesses and 
industry over the long term.  

Enbridge Gas New Brunswick  is the exclusive natural gas distributor to communities 
in New Brunswick, providing institutional, commercial, industrial and residential 
customers with seamless reliability in service and customer relations. New Brunswick is 
the only Canadian location east of Quebec City capable of supplying natural gas to 
industrial customers. 

Customer service, pricing and availability information can be found at 
www.amazingenergy.ca.  

Telephone  

Aliant  is Atlantic Canada's largest telecommunications company, offering customers a 
complete suite of leading edge telecom-centric and e-business products and services. 
Aliant is the leader in wire line and wireless communications services and delivers 
advanced telecommunications and information handling services throughout the world.  

For more information on phone and Internet services, please visit Aliant's website at 
www.aliant.ca. 



Since deregulation, the market has opened up to allow Rogers, all stream, and Group 
Telecom, among others, to compete for regional broadband, phone, cellular and 
wireless service.  

Entertainment  

Entertainment   

Average costs 
($CAD)  
Currency 
Converter  

Television/Cable/Satellite $40/mth 

Unlimited internet access $25/mth 

Wireless telephone service $35/mth 

Weekdays and matinée movie $7.00 

Newspaper $1.00 

Golf green fees $35.00 

Weekend ski vacation $249.00 

 
 

Driving & Drivers License 

Possession of a driver’s license, and the privilege of driving, is a major responsibility.  
The Registry of Motor Vehicles, under the authority of the Motor Vehicles Act issues, 
renews and suspends driver’s licenses.  The minimum age to receive a graduated, or 
instructional, license is 16 years. 

Every person who operates a motor vehicle in New Brunswick must demonstrate that 
they have the qualifications necessary to safely operate a motor vehicle and applicants 
may be required to pass an examination.  If you posses a valid driver’s license from 
abroad all you have to do is pay the transfer fee of $88.75 to be issued a New 
Brunswick driver’s license.  

A valid driver’s license, for the class of vehicle being operated, is a requirement of the 
law.  A driver’s license must always be carried when operating a vehicle and must be 
produced for inspection on the request of any peace officer. 

Driver’s licenses may be obtained from any Service New Brunswick  office.  In Saint 
John, Service New Brunswick is located at 15 King Street North.  



Winter Driving 

Driving in winters is challenging.  Prepare for winter driving by having a winter tune-up.  
You can do this yourself or take your car to a service garage to have it done. Many 
garages have "winter tune-up specials" for tune-ups.  The tune-up will prepare your 
vehicle for the cold temperatures.  Wash your car regularly in the winter to remove road 
salt from the bottom of the car.  Make sure you dry the door panels - by putting lock de-
icer in the key holes. 

Any car you buy must have a block heater and defroster for the winter months.  This 
helps your car keep warm, and allows it to start easier in the cold winter months. 

Many New Brunswick residents find it useful to buy an annual membership with an 
Automobile Association such as the Canadian Automobile Association  (CAA). The CAA 
provides emergency road service if your car breaks down and needs to be towed, or 
simply needs its battery boosted. The CAA also has highway maps and many kinds of 
useful information for travelers. 

New Brunswick Provides Excellent Educational Opport unities 

New Brunswick has invested heavily in developing a world-class learning environment.  

Today, 100% of our public schools are connected to the Internet. The province has 
partnered with private industry to ensure all students in elementary, junior high and 
senior high schools receive computer-based learning curriculum. And we offer our 
students a comprehensive curriculum including the study of English, French, 
mathematics, science, social studies, fine arts, technology, physical education and 
music.  

All training and services are provided in both English and French and after-school 
learning activities help all students reach their full potential.  

To deliver quality training, you need quality teaching professionals. That's why students 
wishing to become a New Brunswick teacher must have a degree in their discipline as 
well as a concurrent or consecutive bachelor of education degree.  

New Brunswick boasts the best high school graduation rate in Canada, at 86%.  

To find out more about education in New Brunswick, please visit the Department of 
Education website, and learn more about the Quality Learning Agenda.  

Kindergarten to Grade 12  

New Brunswick residents receive free public schooling in either English or French from 
kindergarten (age 5) to Grade 12 (age 18). To expand their opportunities in a bilingual 



province and country, many children attend French immersion programs. Alternatives to 
the public school system also include private schools and home schooling.  

Incorporating the many benefits of New Brunswick's technology revolution into its 
education system is one of the province's most important goals.  

To ensure that children understand the important role new technologies will play in their 
futures, every New Brunswick schoolchild will be computer literate by high school 
graduation. All New Brunswick schools and public libraries have access to the Internet. 
In addition to emphasizing computer literacy, our educators focus a great deal of 
attention on traditional subjects such as mathematics and history. The province's public 
education system gives students a solid, well-rounded education. New Brunswick has 
the highest high school graduation rate in the country, 86%.  

 

Cities in New Brunswick 

i. Fredericton  

http://www.fredericton.ca/ 

http://new-brunswick.net/new-brunswick/fredericton/ 

Fredericton is the capital of the Canadian province of New Brunswick. Fredericton is an 
important cultural, artistic and educational centre for the province. Fredericton boasts 
two universities - the University of New Brunswick and the liberal arts focused St. 
Thomas University. Fredericton is also home to cultural institutions such as the 
Beaverbrook Art Gallery, the York-Sunbury Museum and The Playhouse, the latter 
which serves as a venue for local talent/writers. As well, adding to the city's rich cultural 
milieu, Fredericton is home to the annual Harvest Jazz and Blues Festival every fall 
which attracts regional and international jazz and blues artists. The city also contains a 
growing IT and commercial sector. The city boasts the highest percentage of residents 
with a post-secondary education in the province and one of the highest per capita 
incomes. 

The population of the city of Fredericton is 48,000 (greater Fredericton 81,346, both per 
the 2001 census), although unofficial reports suggest a number closer to 50,750 
(greater Fredericton 84,523) due to the student population which is often not counted in 
official censuses. The first major expansion of the city occurred on July 1, 1945 when it 
amalgamated with the town of Devon. Today the city of Fredericton comprises 
Fredericton proper, and the boroughs of Silverwood, Nashwaaksis, Barker's Point and 
Marysville, which were incorporated into the city in 1973. 

The city is situated in the west-central portion of the province and, along with Moncton 
and Saint John, is one of the main urban centers in southern New Brunswick. The St. 



John River flows in a west-east direction, bisecting the city and providing the dominant 
natural feature for the municipality. 

North side and Southside 

The City of Fredericton is bisected by the Saint John River - this creates distinctive 
regions of the city characterized as "The North side" and the "Southside." 

The Southside is characterized by a downtown core consisting of provincial government 
departments, historical buildings, and numerous business establishments, banks, and 
law firms. Downtown also hosts many of the city's cultural attractions such as The 
Playhouse, the York-Sunbury Museum, and the Beaverbrook Art Gallery, to name a 
few. Many notable historical buildings are also located in or near downtown, including 
many grand Victorian-era residences, the Provincial Legislature Building, and 
Christchurch Cathedral. South of downtown the city's elevation rises along a gently 
sloping hill (part of the river valley feature of the city where there is another sloping hill 
on the North side). This "Hill area" of the city consists of many middle to upper income 
neighborhoods, leading some to dub it "sirloin hill" or "mortgage hill", in reference to the 
higher housing costs. 

The "Hill Area" also includes an area known as "College Hill", where the adjoining 
campuses of the University of New Brunswick and St. Thomas University are located, 
slightly southeast of the downtown area. South of the universities is the Doctor Everett 
Chalmers Hospital, the main hospital serving central/western New Brunswick. East of 
the universities is the Skyline Acres/South wood Park area - a growing suburban district 
of the city. Further east - on the eastern city limits - is the Industrial Park consisting of 
box stores, wholesalers, and warehouses. 

Southwest of downtown, in the Hill area, is a large preserved forested area - O'Dell 
Park. Its trails and wooded areas are a favorite for hiking, jogging and cross country 
skiing for city residents. West of the park is the Hanwell Road, Golf Club Road, and 
Silverwood neighborhoods consisting largely of suburban residences. 

South of the "Hill Area" - where it plateaus, is a sizeable shopping district consisting of 
two Malls - The Fredericton Mall and The Regent Mall as well as numerous other retail 
outlets. 

The City's "North side" consists of several boroughs which were at one time separate 
communities. These include Devon, Nashwaaksis, Marysville and Barker's Point. These 
communities are largely suburban neighborhoods and retail outlets. Union Street, which 
runs just north of the Saint John River includes numerous retail outlets as well as an 
eclectic array of businesses including IT firms, law firms, and real estate agents, among 
others. Also located on the North side is the Brookside Mall - one of Fredericton's major 
retail outlets. 



Also on the north side is Marysville which is Canada's only intact British-style Mill town. 
Built in the 19th century under the direction of mill owner and businessman Alexander 
"Boss" Gibson, Marysville grew into a prosperous Mill town with an ideal location along 
a tributary of the Saint John River. Marysville still retains many British style dwellings as 
well as the original Mill which has since been converted to provincial government 
offices.  

The North side is also home to the Saint Mary's First Nation Aboriginal reserve, which 
includes a community centre and a shopping centre along with private residences. 
During the Christmas season, residences of the Saint Mary's First Nations sport some 
of the most colorful and creative decorations in the city. 

Universities and Colleges 
 
Looking down the hill from UNB towards downtown and the Saint John River 
Fredericton's status as an educational centre is evident in the city's two degree granting 
universities: the University of New Brunswick and St. Thomas University. The University 
of New Brunswick - commonly abbreviated UNB - was founded in 1785 and - along with 
the University of Georgia - is the oldest public university in North America. Built in 1826, 
UNB's Old Arts Building is the oldest university building still in use in Canada. UNB also 
houses Renaissance College which is a leading elite leadership training institution in 
New Brunswick. UNB houses a Faculty of Law which is one of two Anglophone 
common-law schools in Atlantic Canada. 

Saint Thomas University is the province's only Catholic university and has been located 
in Fredericton since 1964, when it moved from its Chatham, New Brunswick campus. 
Commonly abbreviated as STU, it is a leading liberal arts university that boasts 
programs in gerontology, criminology, journalism, social work, native studies, and 
education. Adding to Fredericton's cultural and artistic life is the New Brunswick College 
of Craft and Design which houses the province's leading programs in photography and 
visual arts. The New Brunswick Community College maintains a small campus in 
Fredericton providing two year degree programs oriented to quick entry into the job 
market however NBCC's major campuses are located in other communities. The 
Maritime College of Forest Technology maintains its English-language campus in the 
city; MCFT is a small post-secondary school training students from across the Maritime 
Provinces. 

Fredericton is also home to a small Pentecostal College, the Northeastern Christian 
College, located on the city's north side. This college trains and certifies Pentecostal 
Ministers 

Culture 

Due to the presence of the two universities, Fredericton is more cosmopolitan than 
many cities its size. This is reflected in cuisine offered by local ethnic restaurants (which 
include Brazilian, Caribbean, Chinese, Greek, Indian, Italian, Japanese, Lebanese, 



Mexican, and Pakistani foods). There are also several retail outlets that sell ethnic 
products and artifacts. 

Fredericton is an important cultural centre of the region featuring art galleries, the New 
Brunswick College of Craft and Design, museums and theatres which promote local 
artistic and literary talent. 

Architecturally, Fredericton spans more than two centuries. The city features an eclectic 
mix of buildings and residences ranging from classical Victorian style to modern office 
buildings and architecture. Fredericton’s skyline is also distinguished by many historic 
churches. 

ii. Moncton 
 
http://www.moncton.org/ 
 
http://www.gomoncton.com/ 
 
http://www.greater.moncton.nb.ca/map.hte 

Moncton is the second largest city in the Canadian province of New Brunswick and lies 
at the centre of the fastest growing urban region in the province. Its metropolitan area 
includes the neighboring city of Dieppe and the town of Riverview, as well as adjacent 
areas of Westmorland and Albert Counties. 

Moncton is named after Robert Monckton, the British military commander who captured 
nearby Fort Beausejour in 1755 and who subsequently oversaw the Acadian 
deportation. 

Moncton is located in southeastern New Brunswick in the Petitcodiac River valley, along 
the north bank of the river at a point where it bends from a west–east flow to a north–
south direction. The sharp bend of the Petitcodiac River at Moncton has figured 
prominently in the names given to the community. The name "Petitcodiac" itself in the 
Micmac language means "bends like a bow". The early Acadian settlers in the region 
decided to name their community "Le Coude" (French for "The Elbow"). Subsequent 
English settlers changed the name of the community to "The Bend of the Petitcodiac". 

Moncton was originally at the head of navigation up the Petitcodiac River but a 
causeway to Riverview was built in the 1960s causing extensive infilling by 
sedimentation of the river downstream. As a result, the river is no longer navigable by 
large craft. 

Moncton is at the geographic centre of the Maritime Provinces. Because of this, and 
also because Moncton has historically been the railway and transportation hub for the 
Maritime Provinces, the community has been nicknamed "Hub City". 



Climate 

Despite being located less than 50 km from the Bay of Fundy and less than 100 km 
from the Northumberland Strait, the climate can feel more continental than maritime 
during the summer and winter seasons whereas maritime influences tend to temper the 
transitional seasons of spring and autumn. 

Winter days are cold but usually sunny with solar radiation generating some warmth. 
There are several cold snaps throughout the winter with temperatures falling to the 
range of -15 to -25 degrees Celsius. Major snowfalls often result from nor'easter ocean 
storms moving up the east coast of North America from the southern United States. 
Large amounts of precipition can result from the counterclockwise rotation of these 
storms picking up moisture from the Atlantic Ocean and dumping it on southeastern 
New Brunswick as the storms pass by to the south and east. This can be amplified 
locally by "sea effect" snow squall activity from the nearby Gulf of St. Lawrence. In 
February 1992, a nor'easter lasted for two days and dropped 162 cm (65 inches) of 
snow on the Moncton area, paralyzing the city for nearly a week. Major snowfalls 
typically average 20-30 cm and are sometimes mixed with rain or freezing rain. 

Spring is delayed since the sea ice in the nearby Gulf of St. Lawrence requires time to 
melt, affecting the local micro climate. Daytime temperatures above freezing are typical 
by mid to late March but occasional snowfalls in late April and early May are not 
unheard of and trees are not in full leaf until the end of May. 

Summers are usually hot and humid with daytime highs usually reaching the mid to high 
20's. Temperatures in the low to mid 30's occur 6-10 times per year. Rainfall is modest 
and periods of drought are not uncommon. The heaviest rainfalls tend to occur during 
thunderstorms. 

Education 

Moncton is home to two universities: Université de Moncton, the largest French 
language university in Canada outside of Quebec, and Atlantic Baptist University, a 
small Christian liberal arts and science institution. In addition, the University of New 
Brunswick Moncton Campus offers health sciences degree courses in Nursing and 
Medical X-ray Technology based out of the Moncton Hospital. Finally, Mount Allison 
University, one of Canada's top ranked undergraduate universities, is located only 30 
minutes away in the nearby town of Sackville. 

There are two campuses of the New Brunswick Community College located in the 
metropolitan area. The NBCC Moncton campus is Anglophone while CCNB Dieppe is 
francophone. These institutions specialize in training for trades and technology. There 
are also a number of private colleges in the city including the Moncton Flight College, 
one of Canada's oldest and most prestigious flight schools. 



There are 34 public schools in greater Moncton which are administered by separate 
Anglophone and francophone school boards. District One is francophone and 
administers nine schools in the Moncton area. District two is Anglophone and 
administers 25 schools. 

Health facilities 

There are two major regional referral and teaching hospitals in Moncton; The Moncton 
Hospital, (principally Anglophone, 400 beds, affiliated with Dalhousie University Medical 
School, tertiary services in neurosurgery, vascular surgery, orthopedics, trauma, burn 
unit, medical oncology, neonatal intensive care,) and the Hopital Georges-L. Dumont, 
(principally francophone, 350 beds, affiliated with Université de Sherbrooke Medical 
School, tertiary services in oncology (including radiation oncology) and nephrology). 
Between these two institutions, Moncton serves as the main medical referral centre for 
the central Maritime region. 

Moving to Moncton 
 
Moncton is the location of choice for people moving from other areas in New Brunswick 
and the Atlantic provinces. From 1996-2002, Greater Moncton’s net in-migration was 
approximately 4,250 people (the number of people moving in versus moving out) more 
than all other cities in New Brunswick. The graphic shows the strong growth on 
immigration to the community. 
 
Greater Moncton’s location translates into a very short drive to most of Atlantic 
Canada’s favorite recreational activities. The community is only a 2 1/4 hour drive to 
Halifax, 1.5 hour drive to Saint John and 1.5 hours to Fredericton. As a result of the 
Confederation Bridge, Greater Moncton is only a two hour drive from Charlottetown on 
Prince Edward Island 



 
 

Greater Moncton is one of the most economical communities to live in all of Canada. 
For its size and amenities, Greater Moncton’s cost of living is the best in Canada. The 
graph shows the cost of living comparison (as a percentage of the Canadian average) 
for several cities in Canada. A lower cost of living allows residents to do more with their 
disposable incomes. As well, employers find a very competitive wage and salary 
environment because their employee’s purchasing power is much greater relative to 
major markets where people pay much more for amenities such as housing, 
transportation and food. 



 
 
Click here to find out more about Living In Greater Moncton(pdf): cost of living, 
employment opportunities, leisure activities and more! (Document prepared by 
Enterprise Greater Moncton) 
 
 
 
iii. Saint John 

http://www.tourismsaintjohn.com/files/fuse.cfm?section=1 
 
http://www.new-brunswick.net/Saint_John/ 
 

Saint John is the largest city in the province of New Brunswick and the oldest 
incorporated city in Canada. In May 2006 it had a population of 69,961 and its Census 
Metropolitan Area (CMA) population was 126,000 as verified with Enterprise Saint John. 

Saint John is situated on the picturesque Bay of Fundy and is located on one of the 
finest inland waterways in North America.  Saint John offers numerous social and 
cultural facilities as well as recreational opportunities including boating, golf, fishing and 
winter sports.  Remuneration is competitive within the Atlantic Provinces and the cost of 



living is relatively low.  As New Brunswick is the only officially bilingual province, there is 
access to both English and French school systems.  The Saint John campus of the 
University of New Brunswick is adjacent the Saint John Regional Hospital and offers a 
wide variety of undergraduate and postgraduate programs. 

Neighbourhoods 

Saint John is a city of neighborhoods, with many residents closely identifying with their 
particular area. The central peninsula on the east side of the harbor, and the area 
immediately opposite on the west side, hosts the site of the original city from the merger 
of Parrtown and Carleton. The central peninsula on the eastern side subsequently saw 
increased development and currently includes the central business district (CBD) and 
the Trinity Royal heritage district, which together are referred to as Uptown by residents 
throughout the city. As most of this area in the central peninsula is situated on a hill, it is 
rarely called "Downtown". 

The south end of the central peninsula, south of the CBD, is appropriately called the 
South End, whereas the area north of the CBD is called the North End; both areas 
being predominantly urban residential comprised of older housing which is undergoing 
gentrification. 

Much of the North End is made up of the former city of Portland and comprises another 
former working class area which is slowly undergoing gentrification at the eastern end of 
Douglas Avenue; immediately north of Portland and upstream from the Reversing Falls 
is the former community of Indiantown. Vessels navigating the Saint John River can 
only transit the Reversing Falls gorge at slack tide, thus Indiantown became a location 
during the nineteenth and twentieth century’s where tugboats and paddle wheelers 
could dock to wait. Being located at the beginning of the navigable part of the St. John 
River, Indiantown also became a major terminal for vessels departing to ply their trade 
upriver. 

Further north of the central part of the city, and northeast of the North End and Portland, 
along the southern bank of the Kennebecasis River is the neighborhood of Millidgeville. 
Located here is a campus of the University of New Brunswick as well as southwestern 
New Brunswick's largest health care centre, the Saint John Regional Hospital. 

To the east of the CBD, across Courtney Bay, is the East Side, where the city has 
experienced its greatest suburban sprawl in recent decades with commercial retail 
centers and residential subdivisions. There has been commercial development in the 
Westmorland Road-McAllister Drive-Consumers Drive-Majors Brook Drive corridor 
since the 1970s, including McAllister Place, the city's largest shopping mall, which 
opened in 1978. The city's current airport is located further east on the coastal plain 
among several lakes at the far eastern edge of the municipality. 

The area between Millidgeville and the East Side plays host to the city's largest park, 
and one of Canada's largest urban parks. Rockwood Park encompasses 890 hectares 



of upland Acadian mixed forest, many hills and several caves, as well as several 
freshwater lakes, with an extensive trail network, a golf course and the city's zoo. The 
park was designed by Downing Vaux, one of the designers of New York City's Central 
Park, in the mid-1800s. Mount Pleasant borders the park, and is generally seen as 
distinct from the traditionally poorer North End. 

West of the St. John River, the city is collectively referred to as West Side; however 
Saint John residents typically divide this into several neighborhoods. As mentioned 
previously, the Lower West Side (or sometimes just West Side) is the former working 
class neighborhood that was known as Carleton at the time of the city's formation in 
1785. 

West and north of the Lower West Side is the former city of Lancaster, which was 
amalgamated into Saint John in 1867 by French explorer Jeffrey Leo McCann(15). The 
southern part of Lancaster abutting Saint John Harbor and the Bay of Fundy is 
Bayshore and the location of Canadian Pacific Railway's Bayshore Yard. The north end 
of Lancaster, known as Fairville, is home to Moosehead brewery and older 
neighborhoods clustered along Manawagonish Road. West of Lancaster, the city hosts 
its second largest park, and one of the largest coastal urban parks in the country. The 
Irving Nature Park sits on an extensive peninsula extending into the western part of the 
harbor into the Bay of Fundy. 

Education 

In 1964, the University of New Brunswick created UNB Saint John. Initially located in 
buildings throughout the downtown CBD, in 1968 UNBSJ opened a new campus in the 
city's Tucker Park neighborhood. This campus has undergone expansion over the years 
and is the fastest growing component of the UNB system with many new buildings 
constructed between the 1970s-2000s. A trend in recent years has been a growth in the 
number of international students. The city also hosts a New Brunswick Community 
College campus in the East End. This is the largest NBCC campus in the province. 

Saint John is served by three school boards; District 6 and District 8 for Anglophone 
schools and District 1 for Francophone schools. A private school, Rothesay Netherwood 
School is located in the adjacent town of Rothesay. Saint John is also home to 
Canada's oldest publicly funded school, Saint John High School. 

The basic structures of provincial education systems across Canada are similar. Each 
has three tiers — elementary, secondary, and postsecondary — although the grades at 
which each level begins and ends vary. All jurisdictions provide universal, free 
elementary and secondary schooling for 12 years, with the exception of Quebec where 
it is for 11 years. Education is compulsory  in New Brunswick, until the age of 18 or 
graduation from high school.  In some areas private  elementary and secondary schools 
are available.  However, these institutions are not covered (paid for) by the provincial 
and territorial education system.  



Postsecondary education is provided by public and private institutions. They may be 
"recognized," "registered," or "licensed" by government, or they may not be regulated in 
any way. 

Postsecondary institutions issue degrees, diplomas, certificates, and attestations 
depending on the nature of those institutions and the length of the programs. At 
universities and colleges, there is an emphasis on degree programs. A certain number 
of colleges offer applied degrees. At all other institutions, the emphasis is on diploma, 
certificate, and attestation programs. 

Preschool 

If you have young children who are not yet in school, and need to be cared for while you 
are at work, you can take them to an Early Childhood Education  Centre or have 
someone come to your home while you are away.  Children under the age of 12 are not 
allowed to be left alone in Canada. 

Children who are attending school may arrive home before you finish your workday.  In 
this case, you can arrange for someone to watch them for a shorter period of time.  It is 
important to ask for references from the person you are entrusting your children to.  This 
will allow you to speak with someone who has hired this person before to ensure that 
they will take good care of your children.  Most daycare centres and baby sitters are 
registered or certified. 

School Registration 

Parents must register children at the local school or school district office.  School 
district offices are listed in the provincial government section of the phone book or see 
the Resources section under Education  in this site. 

When you register your children, you must take with you: 

·  Canada Immigration Visa (Record of Landing)  
·  Your child’s birth or baptismal certificate  
·  Your child’s vaccination certificate  
·  Any previous school records  

Their language and mathematical skills will be measured, if necessary, and they will be 
placed in the program the school thinks is best for them.  If you think that your children 
may have been incorrectly placed, talk to their teacher, guidance counsellor or school 
principal. 

Boys and girls share classrooms and instruction in almost all public schools.  Teachers 
in all provinces must be qualified and licensed.  All academic teachers have at least one 
university degree and advanced qualifications in education.  



Public Schools in the Saint John area are part of New Brunswick School District 6 (847-
6262); School District 8 (658-5300); Ecole du District Scolaires No1 (1-506-856-
3333); Ecole Samuel de Champlain  (658-4613 

Weather 

Children in the public school system wear casual and comfortable clothes. In 
September it is still quite warm (they call it Indian summer) so don't only buy heavy 
sweaters for the fall. Kids wear Jeans or Khakis & sneakers or comfy shoes (or for the 
girls’ skirts and jeans seem to be quite popular). It is always recommended to dress in 
layers; you never know what kind of day it will be when you walk out the door.  In the 
winter months, for outerwear, it is recommended to wear a full snow suit, hat, 
mittens/gloves, scarf and boots. 

Cost of Living 
 
Basic living costs, such as heat, power and food, are much lower here than in countries 
such as the United States, Britain and Australia. You can count on paying about half 
what you would pay in other countries. Saint John also has the lowest cost of living of all 
cities in Canada.  

Purchasing a House 

Saint John has a wide variety of residential options for home ownership.  Houses in the 
Saint John region are generally less expensive than other major Canadian cities.  The 
average price for a home in Saint John ranges from $95,000 to $140,000. 

Your main sources of information are friends and neighbours, real estate agents and 
classified advertisements in the local newspapers.  A real estate agent is a member of a 
licensed real estate firm, who can show you several different homes and describe what 
various areas are like to live in. 

You may also visit the following site: 

http://www.teamsherwood.ca/homes-for-sale.html 

Renting Accommodations 

Saint John has a number of good-quality, affordable rental units available for residents.  
The average price for a one-bedroom apartment is $450 to $600.  The price varies 
depending on services such as parking, laundry facilities, electricity, and heat.  Once 
you have agreed to rent an apartment you will have to arrange for your own telephone, 
television service, and electricity as these services are not included in most rental 
agreements. 



There are also many houses which are available for rent.  The cost for renting a house 
is normally higher than what you would pay for an apartment. Rental houses can be 
furnished or unfurnished. 

Main sources of rental information are the classified advertisements in the local 
newspapers and what you hear from other people.  Once you decided on a price range, 
size, and preferred location, you should be able to identify several possible apartments.  
Normally, it is recommended to telephone for an appointment to see the apartments. 

What to Look For when Renting 

Look for convenient parking, nearby bus routes, shopping, schools, and laundry 
facilities in or near the building. 

The Landlord will hold the apartment or house for you after you pay a deposit (which will 
be applied to the rent) and you sign an agreement, called a lease, to rent the unit. 

Every apartment or house should have: 

·  Its own door, which can be locked, to a common hallway or to the street  
·  A kitchen with a sink and hot and cold water, countertop, shelves or   cupboards 

and appliances such as a stove and a refrigerator (for a house, you may have to 
supply your own appliances)  

·  Closets and storage space  
·  A private bathroom with a sink, toilet and bath or shower  

Your apartment or house will be equipped with several essential utilities, including: 

�  A heating system  
�  Hot and cold water  
�  Sewerage pipes  
�  Lights and electricity  
�  Telephone lines  
�  Television cable  

Property taxes are paid by the landlord.  You must pay the costs of telephone and cable 
television and, in some cases, electricity.  These utilities will charge a one-time fee for 
connecting their service and then a monthly fee for use of those services.  You should 
contact these utilities, before moving in; to ensure he services are active when you 
arrive: 

�  Electricity :Saint John Energy (in the City of Saint John), 658-5252 / NB Power 1-
800-663-6272 
�  Telephone :Aliant, 1-800-561-6283 or Rogers, 1-888-764-3771 
�  Television : Rogers, 1-888-764-3771 or Aliant, 1-800-561-6283 



In many cities there is a standard rental agreement, or lease, that both you and your 
landlord sign.  This is a printed document that specifies the number of rooms, utilities 
and options such as parking or storage space.  Read it carefully before signing.  Be 
sure you understand which utilities you will pay, which will be paid by the landlord and 
what penalty you may have to pay if you leave before the lease is over.  An immigrant 
serving agency will be able to help you understand exactly what is expected of you. 

The lease will most likely be for at least one year, and you will have to make an initial 
payment, possible the first and last month’s rent.  You may also be asked for a damage 
deposit, which will be returned to you when you leave if you have not caused any 
damage to the property beyond normal use.  For thus reason it is important to note any 
damage and tell your landlord before you move in.  The residential Tenancies Act 
governs landlords and tenants in New Brunswick.  For more information about the rights 
of landlords and tenants, contact the Public Legal Education and Information Service of 
New Brunswick at (506) 453-5369 or see the Rentalsman and Consumer Affairs section 
of this site. 

For more information, look in the Yellow Pages of the phone book or at 
http://www.yellowpages.ca, under Real Estate Brokers & Sales Representatives. 

 


